Criminologists have generally concluded that poverty and slum conditions are positively associated with criminality, that the foreign born and their children are less involved in criminality than the children of native born, and that Negroes are more involved than whites.' These conclusions, however, relate to the crimes of tile proletariat, such as, rape, murder, robbery, assault, burglary, and larceny, rather than to the "white collar" crimes.
The conclusions of criminologists, like those of othel social scientists, are highly tentative in character. It is desirable to test them in various ways from time to time to see how well they are holding up. The correlations presented in this paper are intended as such a test.
In this study American cities showing populations greater than 100,000 in 1940 have been divided into two groups:
Group A: Fifty-five cities with populations 100,000 to 250,000 Group B: Thirty-six cities with populations over 250,000.2
Among the cities in each of these groups the 1939 rates for murder, robbery, assault, burglary, and larceny have been correlated respectively with fifteen 1939-1940 indices of socio-economic conditions. 3 The batteries containing the highest coefficients are presented here. A few correlations between 1930 crime rates and 1930 socio-economic indices are also presented.
In Table I the five 1939 crime rates are correlated respectively with three indices of community economic prosperity. All but one of the resulting coefficients are negative, and that one 1 Edwin H. Sutherland, Principles of Criminology, 3rd ed., N. Y.; J. B. Lippincott Co., 1939, pp. 120, 124-126, 176, 178-179 is not of statistical significance. Though it may also be said that several of the negative coefficients are likewise not of statistical significance, the preponderance of negative signs in this battery does lend confirmation to the conclusion that an inverse relationship exists between prosperity and crime and, hence, that a direct relationship exists between poverty and crime.
In Table II the same five crime rates are correlated with two indices of inadequate housing conditions. All but two of the resulting coefficients are positive. Since the two negative coefficients lack statistical significance this battery appears to support the conclusion that a direct relationship exists between inadequate housing and crime.
In Table III the 1939 and 1930 crime rates are correlated respectively with 1940 and 1930 nativity percentages. All resulting coefficients are negative. The conclusion of low criminality among the foreign born and their children is thereby supported.
In Table IV the 1939 and 1930 crime rates are correlated respectively with 1940 and 1930 percentages for Negro populations. All the resulting coefficients are positive. The conclusion that disproportionate criminality exists among Negroes is given some support, therefore, as far as these five types of crimes are concerned.
The correlations presented in this study have, on the whole, conformed to expectations. This study has been patterned after one by Ogburn, which dealt with the 1929-1930 relationships between crime rates and socio-economic conditions throughout American cities. 4 0g-burn's coefficients for rent and nativity are similar to those of this study. -In contrast to the findings of this study, however, he found a low positive relationship between 1929 wage levels and 1930 crime rates. Ogburn was, nevertheless, reluctant to make claims for this latter finding. In the present study the expected negative relationship between income levels and crime rates does appear.
Ogburn's study and this one serve to test on a broader basis the relationships which students of crime and the business cycle and students of the life histories of criminals have set forth. It is striking that the findings of these broader studies have supported the conclusions of the narrower ones in so many respects.
The formulas used in this study are 5 : 
THREE INDICES OF COMMUNITY ECONOMIC PROSPEROUSNESS CORRELATED WITH THE RATES OF FIVE MAJOR CRIMES.
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